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See also § 545.203 concerning the obligation to 
hold blocked funds in interest bearing ac-
counts. 

§ 545.504 Entries in certain accounts 
for normal service charges author-
ized. 

(a) A U.S. financial institution is au-
thorized to debit any blocked account 
held at that financial institution in 
payment or reimbursement for normal 
service charges owed it by the owner of 
that blocked account. 

(b) As used in this section, the term 
normal service charge shall include 
charges in payment or reimbursement 
for interest due; cable, telegraph, inter-
net, or telephone charges; postage 
costs; custody fees; small adjustment 
charges to correct bookkeeping errors; 
and, but not by way of limitation, min-
imum balance charges, notary and pro-
test fees, and charges for reference 
books, photocopies, credit reports, 
transcripts of statements, registered 
mail, insurance, stationery and sup-
plies, and other similar items. 

§ 545.505 Importation of goods, soft-
ware, or technology exported from 
the territory of Afghanistan con-
trolled by the Taliban prior to July 
6, 1999. 

(a) Except for the persons and prop-
erty described in paragraph (c) below, 
importation of goods, software, or 
technology from the territory of Af-
ghanistan controlled by the Taliban is 
authorized provided that: 

(1) The applicant submits proof satis-
factory to the U.S. Customs Service 
that the goods, software, or technology 
were exported from the territory of Af-
ghanistan controlled by the Taliban be-
fore the effective date; and 

(2) The importation is not otherwise 
prohibited by U.S. law. 

NOTE TO § 545.505(a). The general license in 
§ 545.505(a) does not extend to services. 

(b) The type of evidence that would 
constitute proof satisfactory to the 
U.S. Customs Service of the location of 
goods, software, or technology outside 
the territory of Afghanistan controlled 
by the Taliban before the effective date 
may vary depending on the facts of a 
particular case. However, independent 
corroborating documentary evidence 
issued and certified by a disinterested 

party normally will be required. This 
might include contracts, insurance 
documents, shipping documents, ware-
house receipts, and appropriate cus-
toms documents, accompanied by a 
certification of an insurance agent, 
warehouse agent, or other appropriate 
person, identifying with particularity 
the goods sought to be imported and 
attesting that the goods concerned 
were located outside the territory of 
Afghanistan controlled by the Taliban 
at a time prior to the effective date. In 
general, affidavits, statements and 
other documents prepared by the appli-
cant or other interested parties will 
not, by themselves, constitute satisfac-
tory proof. 

(c) The authorization in paragraph 
(a) above, shall not apply to any goods, 
software, or technology in which the 
Taliban or persons whose property or 
interests in property are blocked pur-
suant to § 545.201 have any interest. 

§ 545.506 Importation of certain gifts 
authorized. 

The importation into the United 
States of goods from the territory of 
Afghanistan controlled by the Taliban 
or from a person whose property or in-
terests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to § 545.201 is authorized for goods 
sent as gifts to persons provided that: 

(a) The value of a gift is not more 
than $100 per recipient; 

(b) The goods are of a type and in 
quantities normally given as gifts be-
tween individuals; and 

(c) The goods are not controlled for 
chemical and biological weapons (CB), 
missile technology (MT), national se-
curity (NS), or nuclear proliferation 
(NP) (see Commerce Control List, 15 
CFR part 774, supplement No. 1, of the 
Export Administration Regulations). 

§ 545.507 Accompanied baggage au-
thorized. 

(a) Persons entering the United 
States directly or indirectly from the 
territory of Afghanistan controlled by 
the Taliban are authorized to import 
into the United States accompanied 
baggage normally incident to travel. 

(b) Persons leaving the United States 
for the territory of Afghanistan con-
trolled by the Taliban are authorized 
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to export from the United States ac-
companied baggage normally incident 
to travel. 

(c) For purposes of this section, the 
term accompanied baggage normally inci-
dent to travel includes only baggage 
that accompanies the traveler on the 
same aircraft, train, or vehicle, and in-
cludes only articles that are necessary 
for personal use incident to travel, that 
are not intended for any other person 
or for sale, and that are not otherwise 
prohibited from importation or expor-
tation under applicable United States 
laws. 

§ 545.508 Transactions related to tele-
communications authorized. 

All transactions ordinarily incident 
to the receipt or transmission of tele-
communications involving the terri-
tory of Afghanistan controlled by the 
Taliban are authorized. This section 
does not authorize the provision, sale, 
or lease to the Taliban, or to persons 
whose property or interests in property 
are blocked pursuant to § 545.201, or to 
the territory of Afghanistan controlled 
by the Taliban, of telecommunications 
equipment or technology; nor does it 
authorize the provision, sale, or leasing 
of capacity on telecommunications 
transmission facilities (such as sat-
ellite or terrestrial network 
connectivity). 

§ 545.509 Transactions related to mail 
authorized. 

All transactions by U.S. persons, in-
cluding payment and transfers to com-
mon carriers, incident to the receipt or 
transmission of mail between the 
United States and the territory of Af-
ghanistan controlled by the Taliban 
are authorized, provided that mail is 
limited to personal communications 
not involving a transfer of anything of 
value. 

§ 545.510 Importation of household 
and personal effects authorized. 

The importation of household and 
personal effects originating in the ter-
ritory of Afghanistan controlled by the 
Taliban, including baggage and articles 
for family use, of persons arriving in 
the United States, directly or indi-
rectly from the territory of Afghani-
stan controlled by the Taliban, is au-

thorized; to qualify, articles included 
in such effects must actually have been 
used abroad by such persons or by 
other family members arriving from 
the same foreign household, must not 
be intended for any other person or for 
sale, and must not be otherwise prohib-
ited from importation. 

§ 545.511 Registration of nongovern-
mental organizations for humani-
tarian or religious activities. 

(a) Registration numbers may be 
issued on a case-by-case basis for the 
registration of nongovernmental orga-
nizations involved in humanitarian or 
religious activities in the territory of 
Afghanistan controlled by the Taliban, 
authorizing transactions by such orga-
nizations otherwise prohibited by this 
part, including the exportation of 
goods, software, technology or services 
to the territory of Afghanistan con-
trolled by the Taliban and the transfer 
of funds to and from the territory of 
Afghanistan controlled by the Taliban 
for the purpose of relieving human suf-
fering. Applicants for registration 
numbers must comply with the re-
quirements of § 501.801(c). 

(b) This section does not authorize 
transfers from blocked accounts. 

NOTE TO § 545.511: Registration does not ex-
cuse a U.S. person from compliance with 
other applicable U.S. laws governing the ex-
portation or reexportation of U.S.-origin 
goods, software, or technology (including 
technical data). See, e.g., the Export Admin-
istration Regulations administered by the 
U.S. Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 
730–774). 

§ 545.512 Payment of obligations to 
U.S. persons authorized. 

(a) The transfer of funds after the ef-
fective date by, through, or to any U.S. 
financial institution or other U.S. per-
son solely for the purpose of payment 
of obligations owed to U.S. persons, in-
cluding a payment of such obligations 
of persons whose property or interests 
in property are blocked pursuant to 
§ 545.201, is authorized, provided that (1) 
the obligation arose prior to the effec-
tive date or is otherwise authorized or 
not prohibited pursuant to statute or 
the provisions of this part; (2) the pay-
ment requires no debit to a blocked ac-
count; and (3) the U.S. person is not 
blocked pursuant to this chapter V. 
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